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1.0 What’s happening to Power BI Premium? 

With the exciting release of Microsoft Fabric and the Fabric capacity stock keeping units (SKUs) last year, 
we are consolidating purchase options and retiring the Power BI Premium per capacity SKUs (P-SKUs). 
The Power BI Premium product capabilities will not change and there is no immediate action 
required. You can continue using your existing Power BI Premium capacity until the time of your next 
renewal.  

After January 1, 2025, existing Power BI Premium per capacity customers should work with their 
Microsoft account representative to transition to a suitable Fabric capacity and pricing plan at the time of 
their next renewal, which provides more flexibility in SKU size, pay-as-you-go billing options, access to 
Azure-only features, and is eligible for Microsoft Azure Consumption Commitment (MACC). 

For more information on this announcement and the benefits of Fabric capacity (F-SKUs), please read 
the “Important update coming to Power BI Premium licensing” blog.  

2.0 Overview of migration to Microsoft Fabric capacity 

After working with your account representatives to purchase Fabric capacity, you will have to migrate 
your Power BI and Fabric artifacts from your old Power BI Premium capacity to your new Fabric capacity. 
You have 90 days to access your data in your existing Power BI Premium capacity after suspending 
payment, so you don’t have to fear losing access to your work or paying for both capacities at the same 
time. To migrate your artifacts, all you need to do is simply reassign your workspaces to the new Fabric 
capacity. Administrators can even bulk assign workspaces to accelerate the process.  

The following are high level steps on how to migrate your workspaces to your new Fabric capacity. To 
see step-by-step instructions with screenshots, please continue reading below.  

1. If you have limited to no Fabric artifacts in your environment, you can disable Fabric features as you 
migrate your workspaces to accelerate the process. Learn how here. 

2. Reassign workspaces to the new Fabric capacity(s) individually from each workspace or by bulk 
assigning them in the Admin Portal.  

a. Individually reassigning: You can assign a workspace to a new capacity from the settings of 
that workspace. To move a workspace into a capacity, you must have admin permissions to 
that workspace, and also capacity assignment permissions to that capacity. 

b. Bulk assigning in the Admin Portal: Admins, when managing a capacity in the admin portal, 
can see Workspaces assigned to this capacity section that allows you to assign workspaces. 
There are three options: 

i. Workspaces by users: When you assign workspaces by user, or group, all the workspaces 
that the user or group is admin of become part of the Premium capacity, including the 
user's personal workspace.  

https://azure.microsoft.com/en-us/pricing/details/microsoft-fabric/
https://powerbi.microsoft.com/en-us/blog/important-update-coming-to-power-bi-premium-licensing/
https://learn.microsoft.com/en-us/fabric/admin/fabric-switch#:~:text=Select%20Apply.-,Can%20I%20disable%20Microsoft%20Fabric%3F,-To%20disable%20Microsoft
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ii. Specific workspaces: You can enter the name of a specific workspace to assign to the 
selected capacity. 

iii. The entire organization’s workspaces: You can also assign all workspaces and “My 
Workspaces” in an organization to a specific capacity. All users will then have permission to 
reassign individual workspaces to this capacity. 

c. To accelerate this process, you can use the Assign to Capacity REST API to reassign the 
workspaces over the to the new capacity.  

3. Once the workspaces are reassigned, all currently active jobs will be canceled and will need to be 
rerun. However, the migration won’t impact scheduled jobs.  

3.0 Limitations and notices 
Herea are some important limitations and things to keep in mind before and during your migration:  

1. Migrating non-Power BI items (Fabric items like lakehouses, notebooks, warehouses, etc), large 
semantic models, and semantic models with XMLA endpoints across regions is not currently 
supported. For this reason, we recommend picking an Azure region that matches the one where 
your Power BI Premium capacity is located.  

2. Any active jobs running when the workspaces are migrated will need to be resumed manually. 
However, they will be automatically triggered when they are next scheduled so this manual work 
is not required.  

3. Customers will retain full functionality of their P-SKU capacity for 90 days post-subscription end.  

4.0 Purchasing Microsoft Fabric capacity and reservations 

4.1 Prerequisites – Who can buy Fabric capacity? 

You can buy a Fabric capacity reservation in the Azure portal and pay for the reservation up front or with 
monthly payments. To buy a reservation: 

• You must have the owner role or reservation purchaser role on an Azure subscription that is of type 
Enterprise (MS-AZR-0017P or MS-AZR-0148P) or Pay-As-You-Go (MS-AZR-0003P or MS-AZR-
0023P) or Microsoft Customer Agreement for at least one subscription. 

• For Enterprise subscriptions, the Reserved Instances policy option must be enabled in the Azure 
portal. If the setting is disabled, you must be an EA Admin to enable it. 

• Direct Enterprise customers can update the Reserved Instances policy settings in the Azure portal. 
Navigate to the Policies menu to change settings. 

https://learn.microsoft.com/en-us/rest/api/fabric/core/workspaces/assign-to-capacity?tabs=HTTP
https://portal.azure.com/#blade/Microsoft_Azure_Reservations/ReservationsBrowseBlade
https://learn.microsoft.com/en-us/azure/cost-management-billing/reservations/prepare-buy-reservation
https://learn.microsoft.com/en-us/azure/cost-management-billing/reservations/prepare-buy-reservation
https://learn.microsoft.com/en-us/azure/cost-management-billing/manage/direct-ea-administration#view-and-manage-enrollment-policies
https://learn.microsoft.com/en-us/azure/cost-management-billing/manage/direct-ea-administration#view-and-manage-enrollment-policies
https://portal.azure.com/#blade/Microsoft_Azure_GTM/ModernBillingMenuBlade/AllBillingScopes
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• For the Cloud Solution Provider (CSP) program, only the admin agents or sales agents can purchase 
Fabric capacity reservations. 

Please refer to Buy an Azure reservation – Microsoft Cost Management | Microsoft Learn for more 
information.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

4.2 Buy a Microsoft Fabric capacity reservation. 
1. Sign in to the Azure portal. 

2. Select All services > Reservations and then select Microsoft Fabric. 

https://learn.microsoft.com/en-us/azure/cost-management-billing/reservations/prepare-buy-reservation
https://portal.azure.com/
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3. Select a subscription. Use the Subscription list to choose the subscription that gets used to pay for 
the reserved capacity. The payment method of the subscription is charged the costs for the 
reserved capacity. The subscription type must be an enterprise agreement (offer numbers: MS-AZR-
0017P or MS-AZR-0148P), Microsoft Customer Agreement, or Pay-As-You-Go (offer numbers: MS-
AZR-0003P or MS-AZR-0023P). 

• For an enterprise subscription, the charges are deducted from the enrollment's Azure 
Prepayment (previously called monetary commitment) balance or charged as overage. 

• For a Pay-As-You-Go subscription, the charges are billed to the credit card or invoice payment 
method on the subscription. 

 

4. Select a scope. Use the Scope list to choose a subscription/resource group scope. You can change 
the reservation scope after purchase. 

• Single resource group scope – Applies the reservation discount to the matching resources in 
the selected resource group only. 

https://learn.microsoft.com/en-us/azure/cost-management-billing/reservations/media/fabric-capacity/all-reservations.png#lightbox


 

 7 

 

• Single subscription scope – Applies the reservation discount to the matching resources in the 
selected subscription. 

Please refer to Reservation Scopes to understand more about other scope options  

4. Since moving Fabric items to different region is currently not supported, we recommend picking an 
Azure region that matches the one where your Power BI capacity is located, and then selecting that 
region for the reservation coverage and select Add to cart. 

 

5. In the cart, choose the quantity of CUs that you want to purchase. For example, a quantity of 64 CUs 
would give you 64 CUs of reservation capacity units every hour. 

6. Select Next: Review + Buy and review your purchase choices and their prices. 

7. Select Buy now. 

8. After purchase, you can select View this Reservation to see your purchase status. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4.3 Enabling Microsoft.Fabric Azure service provider 
Users with Contributor or Owner role on the Azure Subscription can enable the Fabric Resource 
provider. 

https://learn.microsoft.com/en-us/azure/cost-management-billing/reservations/fabric-capacity#buy-a-microsoft-fabric-capacity-reservation
https://learn.microsoft.com/en-us/azure/cost-management-billing/reservations/media/fabric-capacity/select-product.png#lightbox
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When you register the Fabric Resource provider, use the same Subscription/Resource Group that 
you used to purchase the Fabric Reserved Instances earlier. 

1. From the Azure Portal, navigate to the subscription where Fabric capacity and needs to purchase -> 
Resource Providers (under settings) 

 

 

2. Search and Register Microsoft.Fabric resource provider. 

 
 
 

4.4 Buying a Fabric SKU 
When you create the Fabric capacity, use the same Subscription/Resource Group that you used to 
purchase the Fabric Reserved Instances earlier. 

To buy an Fabric SKU, you need to be an owner or a contributor of an Azure subscription. 

1. Select the Microsoft Fabric service. You can search for Microsoft Fabric using the search menu. 

https://learn.microsoft.com/en-us/azure/role-based-access-control/overview
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2. Select Create Fabric capacity. 

 

 
 
 
 

 

3. In the Basics tab, fill in the following fields: 

• Subscription – The subscription you want your capacity to be assigned to, use the same 
subscription which was used to buy the Reserved Instances 

• Resource group – The resource group you want your capacity to be assigned to use the same 
Resource group (if it was scoped to resource group) which was used to buy the Reserved 
Instances 
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• Capacity name – Provide a name for your capacity. 

• Region – Select the region you want your capacity to be part of and ensure to create capacity in 
the Region where your Power BI capacity resides. 

• Size – Select your capacity size. Capacities come in different stock keeping units (SKUs) and we 
measure them by capacity units (CUs). You can view a detailed list of Microsoft Fabric capacities 
in Capacities and SKUs. 

• Fabric capacity administrator – Select the admin for this capacity. 

4. Select Next: Tags and if necessary, enter a name and a value for your capacity. 

5. Select Review + create. 

5.0 Enabling/Disabling Fabric at a Tenant Level 

5.1 Enabling Fabric at Tenant level  

Follow these steps to enable Microsoft Fabric for your tenant. 

1. Navigate to the tenant settings in the admin portal and in Microsoft Fabric, expand Users can 
create Fabric items. 

 

 
 

2. Enable the Users can create Fabric items switch. 

https://learn.microsoft.com/en-us/fabric/enterprise/licenses#capacity-license
https://learn.microsoft.com/en-us/fabric/admin/microsoft-fabric-admin#capacity-admin-roles
https://app.powerbi.com/admin-portal/tenantSettings?experience=power-bi
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3. (Optional) Use the Specific security groups option to enable Microsoft Fabric for specific users. 
You can also use the Except specific security groups option, to exclude specific users. 
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4. Select Apply. 
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5.2 Disabling Fabric at Tenant level  
To disable Microsoft Fabric, you can turn off the Microsoft Fabric admin switch. If you disable Microsoft 
Fabric for a specific capacity while Microsoft Fabric is available in your organization, your selection will 
only affect that capacity. 

Disabling Fabric does not delete your existing Fabric items. You can still access them in the respective 
workspaces. It only stops you from creating new Fabric items. 

For more information regarding disabling Microsoft Fabric, Please refer to Disable Microsoft Fabric for 
your organization - Microsoft Fabric | Microsoft Learn 

 

6.0 Enabling/disabling Fabric at a capacity level 

6.1 Enabling Fabric for a capacity 
Consider the Microsoft Fabric setting at the tenant level as a recommendation for the entire 
organization. Capacity admins can override this setting, depending on their needs. For example, Fabric 
can be enabled for all the users in your organization. However, for security reasons your organization 
decided to disable Fabric for a specific capacity. In such cases, Microsoft Fabric can be disabled for that 
capacity. 

  

https://learn.microsoft.com/en-us/fabric/admin/fabric-switch#can-i-disable-microsoft-fabric
https://learn.microsoft.com/en-us/fabric/admin/fabric-switch#can-i-disable-microsoft-fabric
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Follow these steps to enable Microsoft Fabric for a specific capacity. 

1. Navigate to the capacity settings in the admin portal. 

 

2. Select the capacity you want to enable Microsoft Fabric for. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://app.powerbi.com/admin-portal/capacities/capacitiesList/dc?experience=power-bi
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3. Select the Delegate tenant settings tab, and under Microsoft Fabric, expand the Users can create 
Fabric items setting. 

 

4. Check the Override tenant admin selection checkbox and verify that the Users can create Fabric 
items setting is enabled. 
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5. (Optional) Use the Specific security groups option to enable Microsoft Fabric for specific users. 
You can also use the Except specific security groups option, to enable Microsoft Fabric for the 
capacity, and exclude specific users. 

 

6. Select Apply. 
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6.2 Disabling Fabric for a capacity 
Follow these steps to disable Microsoft Fabric for a specific capacity. 

1. Navigate to the capacity settings in the admin portal. 

 

2. Select the capacity you want to disable Microsoft Fabric for. 

 

 
 
 

https://app.powerbi.com/admin-portal/capacities/capacitiesList/dc?experience=power-bi
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3. Select the Delegate tenant settings tab, and under Microsoft Fabric expand the Users can create 
Fabric items setting. 

 

4. Check the Override tenant admin selection checkbox and verify that the Users can create Fabric 
items setting is enabled. 
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5. Toggle the enabled switch to disabled and click Apply. 
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7.0 Migrating workspaces from Power BI Premium to Fabric 
capacity  

1. Navigate to the capacity settings in the admin portal. 

 

2. Select the Fabric capacity.  

 
 
 
 
 

https://app.powerbi.com/admin-portal/capacities/capacitiesList/dc?experience=power-bi
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3. Select the Workspaces assigned to this capacity section within Fabric capacity and select Assign 
Workspaces 
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4. Assign Workspaces tab opens.  

Workspaces can be assigned to a Fabric capacity in Assign workspaces section. 

Admins can bulk assign workspaces to Fabric capacity. The bulk assigned can apply to: 

• Workspaces by users - All workspaces owned by those users, including My workspaces, are 
assigned to the Premium capacity. This will include the reassignment of workspaces when they are 
already assigned to a different Premium capacity. In addition, the users are also assigned 
workspace assignment permissions. 

• Specific workspaces 

• The entire organization's workspaces - All workspaces, including My workspaces, are assigned 
to the Premium capacity. All current and future users are assigned workspace assignment 
permissions. This approach is not recommended. A more targeted approach is preferred. 

• Choose one of the preferred methods to assign the workspaces to the Fabric capacity and click apply. 
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• Refresh the page and validate the newly migrated workspaces are listed in Workspaces assigned to 
this capacity section within Fabric capacity 

 

8.0 Frequently asked questions 
Check out the Power BI Premium FAQ for more questions and answers. 

What is the timeline of the P-SKU to F-SKU transition?  

Depending on your existing agreement, the retirement will impact you differently: 

1. New customers are no longer able to Power BI Premium per capacity. 

2. Existing customers without an Enterprise Agreement (EA) will be able to renew their Power BI 
Premium capacity subscriptions until January 1, 2025. Customers who have a renewal date after 
January 1, 2025 will need to replace their Power BI Premium capacity subscription purchase with the 
purchase of Fabric capacity at the end of their agreement. 

3. Customers with an existing EA agreement can continue to renew their Power BI Premium capacity 
purchase annually until the end of their EA agreement. If the end of the existing EA agreement is 
after January 1, 2025, they will have to transition to Fabric capacity once the agreement has ended 
to continue using Microsoft Fabric. 

4. Customers on a sovereign cloud will not be impacted by this retirement as they do not currently 
have access to Microsoft Fabric. We will provide additional information as soon as it’s available. 

All existing customers will be able to purchase more Power BI Premium capacity on their current 
agreement until its end date. 

https://learn.microsoft.com/en-us/power-bi/enterprise/service-premium-faq#what-happens-to-my-fabric-and-power-bi-items-once-i-cancel-my-p-sku-capacity-and-purchase-an-f-sku-capacity-----
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Will I have to migrate reports and data when I switch from P-SKUs to F-SKUs?   

You will just have to reassign your workspaces to the new Fabric capacity. Read the step-by-step 
guidance above for more information.  

What will happen to my Power BI and Fabric artifacts once I cancel my Power BI Premium capacity 
and purchase F-SKU capacity? 

You will be able to access your Fabric artifacts for 90 days after P-SKU capacity subscription has ended. 
During these 90 days, you can migrate your workspaces to your new F-SKU capacity without fear of 
losing access to your existing work. However, once the workspace is reassigned, all currently active jobs 
will be canceled. Rerun those jobs after migration. Migration doesn’t impact scheduled jobs.  

If I have both Power BI Premium and Fabric capacity, how does that impact my experience?  

Multiple capacities may be provisioned by different users within the same tenant including both P-SKUs 
and F-SKUs. This allows capacities to be purchased and managed separately by different business units, 
each powering their own projects and creators, and thus allowing easy cost management and control. It 
also means, your experience won’t be impacted if you’ve purchased both F-SKUs and P-SKUs.  

Once the Fabric capacity is activated, will the existing Power BI reports and dashboards run the 
same way as they did in the Power Premium capacity? 

Once the dashboards are in a workspace assigned to a Fabric capacity with equivalent capability to the 
Power BI Premium capacity they were in (e.g., P1 equivalent to an F64), they should behave the same 
way. If you have any specific concerns, you should confirm through testing. 

Does the Power BI Pro license requirement for Power BI Premium per capacity also extend to 
Fabric capacity? 

Power BI report authors and consumers will still need a Power BI Pro license. However, with an F64—a 
Premium P1 equivalent—or larger capacities, report viewers can view content with only a Microsoft 
Fabric free license if the content is hosted in the capacity. For non-Power BI activities, no Power BI Pro 
license is required. This means users can use pipelines, create data warehouses, use notebooks, and 
manage their capacities without a Power BI Pro license. 

Can I move a workspace from one capacity to a capacity in a different region? 

You won't be able to move a workspace if it has non-Power BI Fabric items in it. If the workspace once 
had non-Power BI Fabric items, but all items have since been deleted, you also won't be able to move 
the workspace to a capacity in a different region. If the workspace has only Power BI items, moving the 
workspace to another capacity in a different region is supported. 

Will I have to pay for both P-SKU and F-SKU as I transition? 
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No. You can access your Power BI items for 90 days after your P SKU capacity subscription ends. During 
this time, you will be able to migrate your workspaces to your new F SKU capacity without losing access 
to your existing work.  

After 90 days or if you delete the capacity hosting that workspace, your content reverts to a shared 
capacity. 

Should I plan for downtime during the workspace migration process?  

Yes, only idle workspaces can move. So, you need to plan for a migration period where nothing is 
running or migrate workspaces at different times as they become idle. 

Can I turn off all of Microsoft Fabric or some of the Fabric workloads?  

To disable Microsoft Fabric, you can turn off the Microsoft Fabric admin switch. After disabling Microsoft 
Fabric, users will have view permissions for Microsoft Fabric items. If you disable Microsoft Fabric for a 
specific capacity while Microsoft Fabric is available in your organization, your selection will only affect 
that capacity. 

However, at this time, you cannot turn off specific workloads within Fabric. 

 


